Highlight, underline and annotate the passage as you read.  Your learning goal is to discover how the Iroquois League was organized and how it may have influenced the United States Constitution.
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Hiawatha was one of the creators of the Iroquois League, an organization of Native American Tribes established to the warring tribes and settle disputes.  His life story was never written down, but was passed down through story tellers.  Historians believe he started the league around the same time Columbus sailed to the new world.
Hiawatha was born in the great lakes region of what is now known as New York in the 1400s. He was a chief among the Onondaga. Early in his life, there was much warfare between his tribe and related tribes-all known as the Iroquois. Hiawatha felt these tribes should come together in peace like a family rather than fight one another. He tried to persuade the Onondaga to accept his plans for peace and cooperation among the Iroquois. They rejected his idea, and, disheartened, Hiawatha left his tribe.
Hiawatha then traveled to the Mohawk nation and proposed a plan for peace Deganawidah, a leader among the Mohawks, accepted Hiawatha’s ideas and joined his cause. Hiawatha was officially adopted into the Mohawk tribe. Together these two men are said to have worked hard to convince the other four tribes-including the Onondaga which was the last to join-to band together in what they called the great peace or Extended Family. Later it became the Iroquois League.  The original intention of the Iroquois League was to bring peace among warring tribes.  However, eventually it was used to settle disputes among members and conflicts with the outside world, much like national governments today.
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Hiawatha modeled the Iroquois League after the extended family. Women were given great power. The Iroquois League had a council of 50 leaders known as sachems. This council made policy decisions affecting the Native Americans who were part of the Iroquois League. These sachems were men, but were chosen by the eldest women in each tribe and could by removed by her if she was not pleased by their performance. Sachems had to represent the viewpoint of their tribes, not their own personal beliefs.  Decisions by sachems had to be made unanimously. In addition to sachems, honorary members were chosen by each tribe to serve as “Pine Trees” These representatives—both men and women—couldn’t vote on matters but could take part in discussion and make suggestions. They were extremely influential. Finally, The Fire keeper was the central chief, much like our president.
Make a chart showing the structure of the Iroquois League Government
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The Iroquois League was a powerful governmental organization for centuries after Hiawatha’s death. However, during the American Revolution, the League could not agree unanimously on whom to side with. The majority of the tribes sided with the British; only the Tuscarora and the Oneidas favored he American colonists. The league planned to fight on opposite sides. After the war, the British surrendered the land of the Iroquois. Some Iroquois settled in Canada, while others moved west.
